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Supplemental Table 5 
PROVIDER FILE DISTRIBUTIONS 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE 5 
PROVIDER FILE DISTRIBUTIONS 


This table consists of two different sets of distributions of data from 
the BMAD Provider File. The BMAD file is a 5% sample of provider numbers. 
These distribution tables are based on a 1% random subsample of line items. 


Set _1 - National Distributions of BMAD Provider File Line Items: 1986-1988. 


This table presents basic frequencies on most of the fields in the 
provider file line item records. Fields pertaining to prevailing charges, 
geographic location and anesthesia units were omitted. National data is 
included for each of the three study years. It is important to note that 
these distributions are based on individual line items. 


Set 2 - Distributions on Selected BMAD Provider File Data Elements 
Aggregated by Provider I.D. Number, 
National and by Carrier: 1986-1988. 


This table presents frequency data nationally and by carrier for four 
selected data elements. As described in the Medicare Carrier Manual, Section 
13710, they are: 


1) Type of Provider: a Physicians or Suppliers reporting as solo- 
practitioners.* 


* Physicians in solo practices refers to doctors who bill for their 
services in their name. A group is an association of two or more 
physicians with the same specialty and uniform charges for the same 
procedure. A clinic is an association of physicians with mixed (2 or 
more) specialties, with uniform charges for the same procedure, and 
where the request for payment does not identify the performing 
physician but is submitted in the clinic’s name (and number). A sole 
proprietorship supplier refers only to an individual (supplying 
services other than physician’s) who is the sole owner of the business 
and bills in his own name. 
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2 Suppliers (other than sole proprietorship). 


5 Institutional providers. 
2 Independent laboratories. 
2 Clinics 

2 Groups 


= Other entities 


2) HCFA Specialty The two digit HCFA code to identify the 
Code physician/supplier specialty providing the 
service. (The tables reflect specialties 
grouped into General Practice, Medical, Surgical 


and other.) 

3)  Physician/ » "Single ID" indicates that the Physician/ 
Supplier Supplier ID represents the same physician/ 
Number supplier, regardless of multiple locations, or 
Indicator the carrier system recognizes one Master 


Number (SSN, EIN or carrier assigned) only for 
the entire service area. 


» "Multiple ID" indicates that the 
Physician/Supplier ID number represents one of 
multiple numbers used for the same 
physician/supplier, for example, the carrier 
system utilizes unique ID numbers for each 
location (for profiling or other purposes). 


4) Number of The number of physicians or suppliers 
Physicians/ reporting under this ID number at the end of the 
Suppliers calendar year. Carriers should show a solo 


practitioner as 01, for a group, the number in 
the group, and if unknown, code "0". If no 
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value was entered, the record appears on the 
table as a dot (.). 


These Set 2 frequencies are presented for the nation as a whole and by 
carrier for each year of the study period. It is important to note that these 
distributions are based on provider I.D. number, i.e., each provider I.D. 
number is represented by one record, regardless of the number of line items 
they may have billed. 
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Set 1 


NATIONAL DISTRIBUTIONS OF BMAD 
PROVIDER FILE DATA BASED ON LINE 
ITEMS 1986) 1988 
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